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Abstract 
An individual who starts education in domestic environment continues with this period at educational institutions. The qualities 
of educational institutions make clear distinctions in children's learning. This is a comparative study aiming to examine different 
variables regarding the institutions offering daily care and education, age span to attend these institutions, the curriculum, 
compulsory education, evaluation techniques and service duration in Turkey and in the member countries of European Union. It 
is a descriptive study to determine the existing situation. The findings reveal that while the compulsory education starts between 
the ages 4-5 in most of the EU countries, children receive pre-school education between the ages 3-6.  
 2012 Published by Elsevier Ltd.  
 
Keywords: Pre-school education, special education, pre-school education institutions 
 
1. Introduction 
An individual who starts education in domestic environment continues with this period at educational institutions. 
The process that changes in accordance with the cultural, educational and socio-economical status of the family is 
affected from the structure and operation of the educational institutions (Epstein and Sheldon, 2006). The preschool 
educati -6 is essential since this period is considered as critical 
and a key to success. The quality of instruction in this period depends on the programs based on the enhancement of 
all the developmental areas (Nievar, Jacobson & Dier, 2008). In spite of being considered as important due to the 
equality of opportunities, the concept of preschool education is common in various countries; however, it is not in 
the scope of obligatory education. In most of the member countries of European Union, preschool and early 
childhood educations are implemented together.  
The comparison of implementations that differ according to educational policies is influential in the increase of 
the quality of preschool education in the world (EC, 2006). For the educational program that is carried out to fulfill 
education and assessment techniques and evaluation of weekly and daily duration of service models. 
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2. Method  
This is a comparative study aiming to examine preschool education and other related educational institutions in 
this period by taking different variables into consideration such as service purpose of the institutions (whether they 
, whether the preschool education and 
curriculum is compulsory or not, the evaluation techniques and service duration in Turkey and in the member 
countries of European Union. It is a descriptive study to determine the existing situation. The information regarding 
variables in Turkey and in the member countries of European Union was gathered from the sources of Agencies of 
the European Union, European Agency for Development in Special Needs Education, Eurydice-Network on 
Education Systems and Policies in Europe, Eurybase-Descriptions of National Systems and Policies. The findings 
were obtained from the analysis of the National Education System Descriptions reports that are published in every 
country and these findings were interpreted by means of charts. 
3. Result  
3.1. Preschool education  system in Turkey 
The fact that early childhood education is widely supported in EU countries has influenced the preschool 
education system in Turkey (OECD, 1996). Ministry of National Education launched a pilot study on compulsory 
education of 60-72 month-old children to be recruited in pre-school education in 32 cities in 2009-2010 and this 
number increased to 57 in 2010-2011 education years. From 2010-2011 onwards, the percentage of children at the 
age of 5 and attending a pre-school institution was reported to be 67%. In 2011-2012 education year, 14 cities were 
also decided to be taken in preschool education and in 2012-2013, preschool education became compulsory for 60-
72 month-old children (MEB, 2011). 
3.2. The institutions being attended in pre-school education and the proper age to start these in Turkey and in EU 
In this section, the institutions are classified as the ones offering daily care and education and the others  
 
Table 1. The institutions being attended in pre-school education and the proper age to start these in Turkey and in EU 
 
Countries Daily care           Preschool/kindergarten     Daily Care    Preschool   (month, age) 
Austria  nursery schools 0-3a 3-6a 
Belgium preschool care childminding services,nurseries 0-2.5a 3-6a 
Cyprus day nursery nipiagogeio 0-3a 3-5,8m 
CzechR. Jesle  0-3a 3-6a 
Denmark creshes/nurseries kindergarten 6-3a 3a 
Finland day care centers peruskoulu/grundskola 0-3a 3-6a 
France  pre-primary school 0-2;2-3a 2-6a 
Germany Kinderkrippen  under -3a 3-6a 
Greece child/infant centres nipiagogeio 2.5-4;6-2.5a 4,8-5.8 
Hungary   20w-3a 3-5a 
Iceland day care in private homes pre-primary schools 0-2; 3-5 1-6a 
Ireland childminder/aupair/creshes traveller pre-school, 0-3a 1-4 
Italy nurseryschool,special class scuola dell'infanzia 2-3; 24-36m 5a 
Lithuania nursery, kindergarten mokykla-  0-5,6a 3-5,6a 
Luxembourg creches, leisure centres early education kindergarten. 30-4; 0-10 3-5; 3-5a 
Malta nurseries, child care centre kinder 1 classes; kinder 2 classes 0-36m All 3, 4,5a 
Netherlands nurseries, playgroup not preschool, out of school care. 0-4,- -4 4-12a 
Norway family/open kindergarten kindergartens under-3a 0-2;2-5a 
Poland zlobki (creshs) przedszkole (preparatoryclass) - 3-5a 
Portugal Creshs Jardins de infancia 0-3a 3m-5a 
Slovenia - pre-school institutions   1-3; 3-6a 
Spain nursery schools ,centres ducation-I-II  0-3; 3-6a 
Sweden Skolbarnsomsorgchildcare pr  3a 3-5;5-12a 
Turkey   0-12m,  0-6a 36-72, 60-72a 
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It can be seen from Table 1 that daily care and education is provided both in EU countries and in Turkey. While 
daily care is provided in daily care, creshes, day nurseries, preschool care, private homes between 0-3 years; 
preschool education is provided in kindergarten, nursery schools, pre-primary school etc. While Daily care servicing 
includes the age range between 0-3 in most of the  EU countries (Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Germany, 
Ireland, Malta, Norway) and being 6 month- old is obligatory in Denmark, being 20 week-old  is obligatory in 
Norway. In Turkey, children at the age of 3 can attend nursery schools but they can start between 60-72 months. The 
age to start compulsory education in Netherland, Ireland, Iceland, Luxembourg, Portugal, Greece is 4-5 and it is 6 in 
Austria, Belgium, Lithuania, Poland, Portugal, Spain and Turkey. 
3.3. Preschool education and national compulsory curriculum in Turkey and EU 
 
The proper age to start preschool education and national compulsory curriculum in Turkey and EU countries is 
provided in Table-2.  
Table 2. Preschool education and curriculum in Turkey and EU 
 
Countries Preschool Education National Compulsory Curriculum 
Austria not compulsory no national curriculum 
Belgium not compulsory no national curriculum 
Cyprus compulsory national curriculum  
CzechRep. 1 year compulsory   
Denmark not compulsory responsibility of the pedagogues 
Finland not compulsory national programme, schools curricula 
France not compulsory national programme 
Germany voluntary/compulsory no national curriculum 
Greece 4 age optional/5comp. national programme  
Hungary not compulsory national program (Alapprogram)  
Iceland not compulsory national curriculum 
Ireland not compulsory national curriculum, standard play 
Italy not compulsory national guidelines  
Lithuania not compulsory responsibility of the pre-schoolteacher 
Luxembourg for 4 age  no national curriculum 
Malta not compulsory national curriculum 
Netherland not compulsory no national curriculum 
Norway not compulsory national curriculum 
Poland 1 year compulsory national curriculum 
Portugal not compulsory responsibility of the pre-school teacher 
Slovenia not compulsory national curriculum  
Spain not compulsory national curriculum 
Sweden  national curriculum 
Turkey not compulsory national curriculum 
 
As seen in Table 2, while attending preschool education is compulsory in Cyprus, Czech Republic, Greece, 
most of the EU countries, children attend preschool or preparatory classes for a year before they start primary 
school. National educational system is carried out in Turkey and most of the EU countries but the program is 
prepared by school staff in Czech Republic, this program is prepared by a national group in Finland.  
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3.4. Preschool education weekly and daily time in Turkey and EU 
 
The information about weekly and daily time preschool education in Turkey and EU can be seen in Table 3. 
 
Table 3. Preschool education weekly and daily time in Turkey and EU 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weekly and daily programs are common in Turkey and EU and the time these institutions stay open is also 
similar in Turkey and EU. While 5-7 hours of service is usually provided, the service is 11 hours every day in 
Belgium and children can have nine hours of full time education in 6 days in Turkey. The 11 hours of education in 
Belgium is equal to 6 hours in Turkey an institution which provides part-time education, in full-time education, 
however, 9 hours of service is provided. 
3.4  Evaluation of Preschool Children  methods  in Turkey and EU 
The information about the evaluation of preschool children methods can be seen in Table 4.  
 
 Table 4. Evaluation of Preschool Children methods Turkey and EU 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Countries Weekly time Daily time table  Countries Weekly Time Daily timetable 
Austria  all day 7 .00-7.00 Italy five days a week 40 h.  aweek (25-50) 
Belgium  a day 11 hours 6.30-6.30  Lithuania 5mornings,3 aft. 8:00,at least 4 h 
Cyprus monday to friday 7.45-13.05 Luxembourg monday-friday 8.00-2-or 4pm 
CzechRep five days a week daily 6.5 hours Malta no regulations  8.8.30-2or 3 
Denmark monday to friday 6.30-5.00 Netherland no regulations  no regulations 
Finland 700 hours per year 5 hours per day Norway no regulations no regulations 
France four days (24h a week) 6 hours per day Poland five days a week 9 hours a day 
Germany five days morning at least 4 hours Portugal five days a week  5 hours a day, 
Greece monday to friday 8:15,12:15 Slovenia no regulations 5-6-4-5 
Hungary dependent on the age  Continuous, flexible Spain monday to friday  7.30 -7 hours perday, 
Iceland eleven months 7-8- 5.30-6.30  Sweeden monday-friday 6.30-6.30 
Ireland monday to friday 8.00- 6.00 Turkey monday-friday Full day 9 h, 1/2day 6h 
Countries Evaluation of Children 
Austria teacher observation, analyze, optimize  progress 
Belgium teacher observation, daily activities 
Cyprus initial diagnostic assessment, continuous or formative summative assessment
Czech informal co-operation with parents system for monitoring, assessing children's development.
Denmark observation, monitoring 
Finland parents, teacher, general growth and learning process
France  
Germany not assessment, monitor and document children's development, inform parents of their child's 
Greece teacher observing the everyday behaviour and activities 
Hungary pre-school education teachers have to record the progress of each child 
Iceland school personnel, children and parents meetings 
Ireland no formal reports monitoring, continuous observation, parent-teacher meetings 
Italy systematic observation 
Lithuania his/her physical, emotional social-cognitive maturity progress, observation 
Luxembourg tests, productive analysis, observation, by the pedagogical team and teacher 
Malta homework, some testing and formal results 
Netherland no formal assessment of pupils, observation early childhood education. 
Norway no formal evaluation informal evaluation, meetings, observation
Poland no formal principles continuous observation co-operate with medical, educational specialists. 
Portugal  
Slovenia no formal assessment, teachers observe, analyse and direct the process of the child's learning 
Spain at the initial, continuous and final assessment, least three formal evaluation sessions 
Sweden  
Turkey observation-development, health and education 
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As seen in Table 4, the evaluation methods concerning observation, development, health and education show 
similarities in Turkey and EU countries. In addition to informal evaluation techniques such as initial and process 
evaluation, systematic observation, close monitoring of development, portfolio product evaluation, family and 
instructor collaboration, assignments and some formal test results in Malta and at least 3 formal evaluation results in 
Spain are taken into consideration.  
4. Discussion and recommendation 
Preschool education should be planned for children
Ireland where compulsory education start at the age of 4 or 5, children are accepted to preschool education between 
3-6 years in independent institutions or in primary schools, 1 year education before primary school is compulsory in 
Czech Republic and Poland, children at the age of 4 have to start preschool education in Luxembourg and children 
at the age of 5 in Greece. It is so striking that the percentage of schooling and participation in education is quite high 
in countries where one year of preschool education is provided in primary schools. While institutional preschool 
education is carried out by the state, municipalities and private sector in these countries, national collaboration 
policies are common in inspection. In spite of being considered as a preparatory year, there is not a national 
identified educational program in Austria and Holland some EU countries and Turkey have a national educational 
program. Women with 0-3 year-old children give a break to their work lives in EU countries. However, with the 
increase in the number of preschool institutions between 3 to 6 years, they have started to go back to work, which 
resulted in the increase in the number of preschool institutions. It can be clearly seen that in countries where 
education regulations are supported with laws, education institutions understanding of quality, working hours, 
family participation and planning of the service provided is better than the others (Luxemburg and Lithuania).  
On the other hand there are countries where national regulations are not applied such as Norway and Holland. 
Increasing number of interdisciplinary research and their result benefited the evaluation process. Viewing cognitive, 
social, physical and character development as a whole is important in the development of the individual. Using 
informal methods such as observation, performance level and participation in daily activities, teacher, family and 
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